Aetat. 66.]
The Irish a fair people.
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that his prejudice was not virulent; and I have deposited in the British Museum, amongst other pieces of his writing, the following note in answer to one from me, asking if he would meet me at dinner at the Mitre, though a friend of mine, a Scotchman, was to be there:—
' Mr. Johnson does not see why Mr. Bbswell should suppose a Scotchman less acceptable than any other man. He will be at the Mitre.'
My much-valued friend Dr. Barnard, now Bishop of Killa-loe, having once expressed to him an apprehension, that if he should visit Ireland he might treat the people of that country more unfavourably than he had done the Scotch, he answered, with strong pointed double - edged wit,' Sir, you have no reason to be afraid of me. The Irish are not in a conspiracy to cheat the world by false representations of the merits of their countrymen1. No, Sir; the Irish are a FAIR PEOPLE;—they never speak well of one another.'
Johnson told me of an instance of Scottish nationality, which made a very unfavourable impression upon his mind. A Scotchman, of some consideration in London, solicited him to recommend, by the weight of his learned authority, to be master of an English school, a person of whom he who recommended him confessed he knew no more but that he was his countryman. Johnson was shocked at this uncon-scientious conduct3.
All the miserable cavillings against his Journey, in newspapers3, magazines, and other fugitive publications, I can
1  See ante, ii, 139, 339, and post, under March 30, 1783.
2  Johnson (Works, ix. 158) says that'the mediocrity of knowledge' obtained in the Scotch universities, ' countenanced in general by a national combination so invidious that their friends cannot defend it, and actuated in particulars by a spirit of enterprise so vigorous that their enemies are constrained to praise it, enables them to find, or to make their way, to employment, riches, and distinction.'
8 Macpherson had great influence with the news-papers. Horace Walpole wrote in February, 1776:—'Macpherson, the Ossianite, had a pension of ^600 a year from the Court, to supervise the newspapers.' In Dec. 1781, Walpole mentions the difficulty of getting 'a
speakHM -WM.I..
